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By HOLLY SCHNEIDER, ARGUS-COURIER INTERN

Once plagued by dwindling membership and limited activities, the Moose 
Lodge of  Petaluma is now bustling with new members and more activities

F
OR the last several years, the lodge had gradu-

ally lost membership as aging club members died 

and few new members joined. The family life that 

had once been present within the Moose halls was 

lacking, according to Donald Fredericks, a second-

year trustee member. But this turned around dramatically last 

year, thanks in large part to new member John Crowley, who 

invited many of  the recent inductees. Seventeen men were 

sworn in December—the largest total in one month in re-

cent history—and membership increased by 40 during 2005.

Crowley, who was inducted into the Moose Lodge ear-

lier this year, has done a lot to revamp programs and rejuvenate 

interest in the group. He has started a monthly Conversation 

Café, where members get together and discuss issues of  im-

portance to themselves and the community. The Conversation 

Café is held the second Thursday of  each month and is open to 

the public. The topics on Jan. 12 will be “Petaluma and Gangs: 

Social and Political Aspects” and “Development in Petaluma.”

“I’m interested in rejuvenating the lodge,” Crowley told the 

Argus-Courier in October, “because it is a wonderful organiza-

tion and because it is under utilized.” Crowley is interested 

in ways to draw people together and this is just what he is 

doing at the Moose Lodge.

With many more joining, the local Moose Lodge is reclaiming its 

once family-centered atmosphere. Children are coming with their 

parent members to join in nightly activities and simply be a part 

of  an organization that looks to bringing families closer together.

“You go out to dinner and you just ignore everything and 

everyone else around you,” said Fredericks. “But here you’re 

surrounded by other people to converse, discuss, or just chat with. 

It’s a chance to know other people.” Some of  the monthly events 

that members look forward to include a game night, a classic mov-

ie night and a band night with live music by a local musical group.

The Moose Lodge is not a male-only organization. Women have 

been serving as a chapter in the area since 1923 and remain 

active. Female members, such as Susan Bono, see that when 

efforts are combined common goals are met. “It’s that idea of  

Moose Lodge   rejuvenated 
with   new  members

being able to be part of  an organization that might be involved in 

doing some public works,” said Bono, “or maybe being able to use 

the hall to have political discussions or see a movie.”

Fees are low and all go to aid in the furtherance of  the 

organization’s humanitarian goals. Plans for the future are to con-

tinue expanding in order to ensure continued success in all that the 

Moose members have in store.

Newcomers will join their veteran counterparts to support the lo-

cal and nationwide Moose efforts. Mooseheart, west of  Chicago, 

is an established children’s community for those who need emo-

tional, fi nancial and educational care. Moosehaven, in Jacksonville, 

Fla., is home to many elderly Moose members and their wives and 

are provided with a social and stimulating environment.

Stan Wilson has been a member for 50 years and remembers 

when Petaluma’s Moose members met at Hermann Sons Hall. 

The club moved to its current quarters at 300 English St. in 

1960. Wilson, who is 75, continues to come by each morn-

ing to clean the building. Members who travel can expect an 

open-armed welcome from any lodge in the country–a place to 

get a meal and stay the night. The bonds that are made among 

members go beyond brotherhood or sisterhood, as Fredericks 

recalled of  his trip across the country. “I would show them my 

membership card and it was as though I was with family, he said.” 

To inquire about membership, or for more information about 

the Moose Lodge, call 782-0475. j
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Age, 43.
 
I’m married to a French woman, Anne-Laure 

Crowley. We’ve got two boys, Kian, 10, and Jeremy, 8. 
My brother Tim also lives here. I design and develop 
software for cruise line reservation systems for Datalex, 
an Irish company. I was born in Dublin. We lived for 
the fi rst years of  my life in Venezuela and America 
and France. My dad was a research chemist. We 
returned to Ireland when I was about six. He’s not a 
publican (pub owner). He’s a research chemist who was 
given a pub by his dad. He kind of  did both. The pub 
is called the Magic Carpet, we have no idea why. It’s 
been in the family for 50, 60 years. I’ve been pulling  
pints since the age of  12 up until I was 22. If  you own 
the pub you can work in it. My wife and I moved to 
Petaluma 12 years ago from Frankfurt. I lived there for 
eight years prior to that. I guess in the ’70s and ’80s, 
and I suppose traditionally in Ireland, you got educated 
and you left. So that’s what I did in ’85. I went to 
Germany and spent eight years there and now I’m here 
since ’93. My brother was living in Petaluma, and we 
came to the United States on a vacation, and somebody 
offered me a job.. I got a bachelor of  computer science at 
UCD, University College Dublin.”

What do you like about Petaluma? 
The community spirit here. That people 

know their neighbors. A lot more so than 

Miami, where I work sometimes. Everyone 

there seems to be scared of  their neighbors, 

scared of  each other. And here it’s just a nice 

place to live. 
What is your Literary Pub Crawl all 

about? I started it about four years ago 

when my wife and kids were away in France. 

I was in on a Saturday night watching televi-

sion. And I thought, ‘I don’t want to grow 

old watching television.’ So I phoned a bunch 

of  my friends and said, why don’t we go 

out? And they didn’t have baby-sitters, so the 

whole spontaneity of  being married with two 

kids essentially ties your hands to a certain 

degree. So if  you want to go out and social-

ize, you’ve got to plan it in advance. So that 

was kind of  the spark. So I sent an e-mail to 

all the people I knew in Petaluma, and said, 

why not meet up in these three restaurants or 

pubs or whatever, and everybody showed up. 

That was only 15 people back then, but now 

it’s I suppose 150 people. 

How often does it take place? Every 

three months. Pubs have a bad name in 

America. They’re treated kind of  like, you 

go into there just to get smashed or to pick 

somebody up or get picked up. They’re 

viewed completely different in other parts of  

the world, certainly in Ireland and England. 

They’re viewed there as more of  a social 

center. People have meetings there. They go 

to meet their friends there. They go just to 

socialize, really. So what I’m trying to do is to 

re-create that a little bit, because there’s noth-

ing wrong with it. That’s why they’re called 

bars in America, because it’s kind of  frowned 

upon. 
Where do you go and what happens? 

They always have themes. A lot of  it is cen-

tered around literature. The last theme was 

‘Bring a book that changed your life, or had a 

big impact on you.’ And then fi nd somebody 

else that would appreciate that book. Don’t 

just give it away to the fi rst person you see. 

Have a conversation about it. Make sure that 

they’ll appreciate it, and then give them the 

book. Other themes have been ‘Bring an 

alternative publication.’ I ended up with a 

publication for Swiss people living abroad. 

It actually was interesting. Other themes are 

to wear red or wear a crazy hat or talk about 

what countries you’ve visited, or learn three 

sentences in a foreign language and try to use 

it that night. Mainly just to get conversations 

going. It gives people a way of  connecting 

with other people. One of  my goals is to set 

up multi-city pub crawls. So about six months 

ago, we had one running at the same time in 

Paris, Dublin, San Francisco, and Danville. 

Where has it been held? We have 

been to Form3, Graziano’s, Kate and Doc’s, 

Volpi’s. Pretty much everywhere in town. 

I like to start it in a place that’s not a bar, 

because most people don’t like to walk into a 

bar by themselves. It’s back to that old, ‘bars 

are bad, pubs are bad.’ They’re not; they’re a 

social place. A lot of  people will drink water. 

I rarely see people get too much to drink. 

It’s not about drinking. The diffi cult thing 

when you say to someone that you organize 

a pub crawl is that they immediately think of  

24-year-olds getting smashed. Well, if  you 

want to go do that— go do that at home or 

whatever. Not on my pub crawl. 

Is it a public event? No, it’s a private 

event for me, my friends, and friends of 

friends. I don’t want to say there’s a pub 

crawl and it’s open to all and sundry to come. 

It’s not like that. 
What other type of community in-
volvement do you take part in? I’m 

profIle:  John  Crowley
interested in rejuvenating the Moose Lodge, 

because it’s a wonderful organization, because 

it’s under utilized. I run a Conversation Café 

there. I don’t think we have enough conversa-

tions in America. We get a lot of  input. You 

sit in front of  the television, you’re pretty 

much told what to think, you read newspa-

pers. But rarely do you have a conversation 

about something that matters, where you’re 

trying to put your point of  view across, 

understand other people’s points of  view, and 

have a truly open and honest conversation. 

So I started this Conversation Café at the 

Moose a couple of  months ago, and it’s been 

wildly successful. It takes place every second 

Thursday of  the month at the Moose Club 

starting at 7:30 p.m. You can fi nd out about it 

by visiting www.aqus.com/cafe. 

What other hobbies do you have? I’m 

a soccer coach and Valley Vista PTA presi-

dent. I have a lunchtime club as well, and I’m 

also part of  the French group in town. 

How would you describe yourself? 

Easygoing, friendly, understanding. 

What would you consider your 

greatest accomplishment? 

My greatest physical accomplishment would 

be climbing Mount Shasta. 

Who are your inspirations? People who 

do things rather than expecting others to do 

things for them. 

What is your greatest challenge in life? 

Time. There’s not enough hours in the day. 

What is your favorite food? 

My wife makes poulet à la crème, chicken in 

cream sauce. 

What is your favorite movie? Crash. 

Book? Blink, by Malcolm Gladwell. It’s 

about fi rst impressions, how you come to 

conclusions in one-third of  a second. 

What would people be surprised to 

know about you? 

I suppose that I was the PTA president. It 

surprised me, too, that I became the PTA 

president.

If you could change one thing about the 
world, what would it be? I’d change televi-

sion. I would make all television stations 

non-profi t organizations. I think television 

is ostensibly a fascinating and excellent me-

dium. But it is just being used as a form of  

mind control, to a degree, through advertis-

ing and infotainment, kind of  news junk that 

isn’t really news at all. We disconnected our 

TV about eight or nine months ago. 
What’s the craziest thing you’ve ever 

done? I suppose bungee jumping. It’s the 

scariest thing I’ve ever done, and I’d never do 
it again.

— Interview by Dane Golden, Oct. 19, 2005

j
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so, who is this 
  moose guy?

J
ohn has been a great catalyst in bringing 

the community of Petaluma closer 

together, and his fun, interesting, social 

and family-oriented activities at the 

Moose Lodge have played a signifi cant 

role in the rejuvenated community spirit 

here. People in town are talking about the Moose, 

the word is out, and John is effectively leading a 

new generation to join the Moose. There’s a great 

sense of community in Petaluma and John’s authentic 

enthusiasm for creating community is contagious, 

and so is his palpable reverence for the history of 

the Moose organization, its mission and its members. 

When I think of someone who has a special talent 

to bring people together, I think of John Crowley. 

— Pam Torliatt, Petaluma City Council 

what’s happening  at  Petaluma  Moose?

John Crowley relaxes at his favorite haunt, the Petaluma 

Moose Lodge 

a  year  ago,Petaluma Moose Lodge No. 

475 was experiencing declin-

ing membership. Its mem-

bers were mostly in their 60’s and 70’s and few new people were joining. Today the 

Petaluma Moose Lodge is offi cially the fastest growing lodge in the United States. 

There were a number of  factors that contributed to this dramatic revitalization, but 

much of  the credit goes to John Crowley. John is not the kind of  person who sits on 

the sidelines and complains. He is a person who believes strongly in community, 

communication and getting things done. When John found out the Moose Lodge 

was moribund and under utilized, he wanted to rejuvenate it and envisioned some 

exciting possibilities. Through his leadership, large numbers of  Petaluma residents 

have been joining—dozens of  men and women each month. A year ago, I would 

never have imagined joining the Moose Lodge. Now I am enjoying being a member, 

meeting new people and participating in the many activities at the lodge. Joining 

the Moose has become “the” thing to do in Petaluma. I am not alone in saying that 

if  it were not for John Crowley, I would not have joined the Petaluma Moose Lodge.

— Chris Samson, Managing Editor, Petaluma Argus-Courier

About a year ago, John Crowley realized the Moose Lodge in Petaluma was a 

terrifi c but under utilized facility. John has helped transform the Moose Lodge 

by recruiting hundreds of new members in a very short time. Many of these 

new members, including me, would not have considered joining without 

John’s positive and persistent recruitment efforts. John has helped create 

many new events, such as the Conversation Café, that expose the Moose 

Lodge to the community in a very positive way and helps connect Moose 

members with the community at large. The Moose, through John, has hosted 

a major fundraiser for Mentor Me Petaluma. By doing this, the Moose Lodge 

is presented to the community as an active supporter of the civic institutions 

that help make Petaluma the greatest city to live and work.

— Dave King, President of the Petaluma Chamber of Commerce

Conversation Cafe: Open and honest conversations about things that matter to you. This started in August 2005 and is 
ongoing every 2nd Thursday of the month. Hosted by John Crowley and JT Bymaster. We also have several new hosts who 
have signed on.

Adult Game Night: Scrabble, Cranium, Pedro–ongoing–check the calendar.

Kids Game Night: Magic Cards, Monopoly– ongoing– check the calendar.

Band night: Spotlighting local musicians.
Chicken Bone Cinema and Foreign Movie Night: We kicked off the Chicken Bone Cinema with “Dr. Strangelove” in 
January. Hosted by Greg Neuhaus, Tom Lewis and Mike Simpson.
Acoustic Open Mic Night: An evening of stand-up comedy, magic, spoken word– really what strikes your fancy. Hosted 
by Chris Samson and Clea Austin.
Coming Soon: Wine Tasting Evening, Music Appreciation Night, Moose Community Lecture Series, Drumming Circle. 

j

j
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Member Business: perfectdaymassage.com
Saturday 30th, 

Band Night at the Club "M"
Caberet Show 

Conversation Café | Club"M" | Arts and Literary Pub Crawl | Music | Art | Books | Video | Media | Articles about People | People | Writer's Corner

Invite your friends to join Aqus News

Featured Podcast: "Working for a Living" with Marty 
Bennett, Living Wage Coalition of Sonoma County Video:Why we fight : : Archive

Crowley Blogs at Argus Courier Movie Suggestion: Little Miss Sunshine

Headlines

Click here to join Earth's Fastest Growing Moose 
Lodge

Many people told me on Saturday that they are not receiving 
the Aqus News email. My apologies for this - I am 
investigating and may switch IPSs - Aqus News is weekly 
unless I let you know otherwise. So, if you don't get it send me 
an email at john@aqus.com 

Rethinking Schools - Map Game - Rosmary Galten 

Petaluma may support a Living Wage - Marty Bennett

Against the Grain is now available as a podcast!

Therapeutic Writing Group Forming - Suzanne Maggio-Hucek

Free multi colored garden rock. You haul. Please Call Ediko 
@ 782 1117

The League of Conservation Voters - John Sarter

Press Democrat: Club M: Where the party's at

"Take Back the Streets" - Dusty Resnick 

Solar Power Seminars (free) - GreenLight Solar

Afro-Cuban Dance Classes - Erika Smallen

The Odd Couple at the Novato Theater Company - Joe Peer

Waging a living

Calendar

Wednesday

Sept 27th 

7-8pm

Peteluma Tomorrow
at Dempsey's
Come one, come all.

Thursday

Sept 28th

7:00pm

Acoustic Open Mic at 
Club Moose hosted by Chris Samson and 
Clea Austin 
Sign-up at 6:30

Saturday

Sept 30th

9pm

The Lemon Lime Lights
at Club M. I expect this to be a truely
excellent cabert style show that is 
described as "Eastbanian Junkyard 
Cabaret". Last time I saw them was in 
Zebulon's where they played to a sold out 
crowd.
300 English Street - click here for detail 

Saturday

Sept 30th

Third Rail at Twin Oaks

Saturday

Sept 30th

9pm

Ruminators at Ace in the Hole

October --------------------------------

Wednesday

Oct 4th 

7-8pm

Peteluma Tomorrow
at Dempsey's
Come one, come all.

Thurday

Oct 5

7:30pm

Foreign Movie Night 
with Tom Lewis presenting: TBA 

Friday
Oct 6 th

10pm

DJVal at Pazzo - A great new dance venue 
in town

Wednesday

Oct 11th 

7-8pm

Peteluma Tomorrow
at Dempsey's
Come one, come all.

Thursday

Oct 12th

7:30pm

Conversation Cafe
at the Moose

Friday

Oct 13th

8-10pm

Twist and Shout
Petaluma's Funky Dance Jam with
DJVal

aqus online news
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April 13-19, 2005 

By JORDAN E. ROSENFELD

Petaluma’s literary pub crawl offers a novel way to get off  the sofa and the soma

W
    HEN it comes to the consumption of  alcohol, I am 

scornfully referred to as a lightweight by my friends. 

This means that what most people consider a refresh-

ing little cocktail will soon have me giddily revealing my 

intimate secrets before leaving me with a nasty headache.

So when I fi rst heard through a friend about the Petaluma Pub Crawl 

(which is the only way one gets invited), I was reluctant. The word “crawl” 

seemed to suggest a debased state of  gravity by night’s end. I would have 

left it at that if  said friend didn’t then invite me to subscribe to Pub Crawl 

founder John Crowley’s e-mail newsletter. What I could not fi gure out was 

how the topics posted in Crowley’s “PC News,” such as updates on 

local open-space purchases, links to articles about important social issues 

and details about the businesses of  local Petaluman’s, had anything to do 

with getting out on a Saturday night for drinks. I decided I’d better talk to 

this John Crowley fellow to solve the puzzle. Crowley, a software engineer, 

hails from a pub-owning family in Dublin, where pub crawling is integral 

to the social scene, and where the crawling refers not to being on one’s 

knees, but to moving to where one’s friends are on a given evening. “Pubs 

in Ireland are extensions of  your living room,” he explains. “Since you 

can’t invite all your friends back to your home, you meet in a public place 

for a good time to socialize.”

It was in his Petaluma living room some four years ago that the idea for 

a pub crawl came to Crowley. One weekend, when his wife and two chil-

dren were traveling, he found himself  watching television. “I thought: 

what a horrible existence. So I sent an e-mail to all the people I knew in 

Petaluma to meet for drinks. They all showed up.” That fi rst event con-

tained only as many participants as can be counted on fi ngers and toes. 

But the idea clicked, evolving into an event every three months (now 

moving to every two months due to its popularity), that easily numbers 

over 100.

The Pub Crawl, whose name Crowley originally balked at because he knew it 

brought to mind “24-year-olds getting trashed,” refers to literary pub crawls 

back in Ireland. This is where a group of  friends gets together and visits the 

bars where the Irish poets, like Yeats and Kavanagh, wrote their poetry. And 

those links on the newsletter? In order to prevent the crawl from becoming 

replete with, well, 24-year-olds getting trashed, Crowley made sure to pepper it 

with the kind of  topics that would make it evident just who these people are. 

And who are they? As Crowley puts it, they are “forward-thinking” mostly 

forty-somethings (with a smattering of  thirty-somethings) who no lon-

ger have infants to raise, both married and single, who want to get out 

and have a good time. Though anyone, through invitation, can be added to 

the newsletter and hence get the scoop on the next crawl, the only way to get 

to know these crawlers is to join them, which is part of  Crowley’s attempt to 

create what he calls “social capital.” He hopes the crawls encourage folks to 

get involved in each other’s lives, get active in their community, get to know 

their neighbors, participate in local government and, yes, congregate on a 

Saturday night for drinks, socializing and dancing.

Each crawl comes with a set of  suggestions, and often begins with art-view-

ing of  some kind. For the latest such gathering earlier this month, we were 

Social   Capital
instructed to wear red (for better visibility en masse) and, harking back to those 

literary pub crawls, to bring a book that had, at some point, been meaningful 

to us. I labored over the choice of  book, unable to give up my beloved copy of  

Milan Kundera’s Book of  Laughter and Forgetting, briefl y grasping the spine 

of  Jorge Luis Borges’ short fi ction collection, thinking how great a conversation 

starter The Garden of  Forking Paths would make, and ultimately selecting Hux-

ley’s Brave New World. This seemed an appropriate choice, easy to chat about, 

because what had been a horrifying future vision to me at the age of  14, 

where society is stratifi ed into distinct classes and everyone is whipped into 

complacency by the drug soma, now hits all too close to home. It was also 

in theme with my prior discussion with Crowley about the need to engage 

with each other socially and how most of  us live in a TV reality (TV being 

the new soma). On a recent Saturday night, armed with Huxley, clad in red, 

my signifi cant other on one side and a friend on the other, I walked six blocks 

from home to the fi rst stop on the Pub Crawl: the Sweetwater Distillery and 

Sonoma Valley Portworks, side by side on Second Street.

The Distillery was handing out free Lemon Drops and cosmopolitans made 

with their own distilled vodka, and there was plenty of  port-sniffi ng going on 

next door. Just as Crowley had assured, there were no pick-up lines in action or 

wallfl owers standing awkwardly off  to the side waiting to be approached. It’s 

the kind of  event where if  you make eye contact for more than a second, 

you’re liable to learn the stranger’s history, résumé and hobbies very 

quickly. It’s a refreshing change of  pace from the cocktail-party style of  hang-

ing by the hors d’oeuvres in hopes that somebody will ask you to move out of  

the way of  the dip so you can start a conversation. Shortly, I was coaxed into 

discussing my lifelong aspirations, trading restaurant reviews and hashing out 

the fi ner points of  what red does to different complexions. The next stop was 

the bar inside Graziano’s Italian Restaurant on Petaluma Boulevard. Despite 

the fact that we were packed in like tourists at the Statue of  Liberty, the con-

versations really heated up here.

By then, what is so captivating about the crawl, as Crowley had explained, 

begins to make itself  apparent: strangers are no longer just introducing 

themselves, they’re starting to reveal themselves. At Graziano’s, I traded 

Brave New World away to a woman whose honeymoon to Bora Bora was 

so great that she was still talking about it a year and a half  later. Together, 

she and I convinced a skeptical-looking man with a passion for history that 

Anita Diamant’s menses novel The Red Tent is not just for chicks. Here 

I met George, from the band Boy Meets Girl (“We were popular in the 

‘80s,” he said), who wrote the song “I Want to Dance with Somebody” for 

Whitney Houston, and with whom I had a deep conversation about what 

drives artists to make art (it was far less pretentious than it sounds). A 

woman named Leanne told me how she has lived in town for 30 years, raised 

her children and built a successful career as a stockbroker. Yet, emerging from 

the semi-coma of  parenthood after her kids left home, she, like many others 

I talked to, was devastated to discover that nightlife in Petaluma had fi zzled 

to near nothingness. “I got tired of  going to restaurants. I wanted some-

thing to do,” she said.

Leanne had, she confi ded, “rested up” during the week to save energy for 

the second-to-last stop of  the night at Dempsey’s, where DJ Val spun the 

tunes for dancing. Even as self-conscious as I am, I had to resist the lure of  

the dance fl oor when Prince and James Brown came on. I must admit to fad-

ing out before the fi nal scene at Zebulon’s lounge sometime after midnight 

(which Crowley later described as “mellow”). By then I’d seen enough to 

know that Crowley’s experiment in creating social capital is working. j
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Loyal Order of  Moose rapidly attracting members to help liven things up, 

ensure survival

September 22, 2006

By JANET PARMER

FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

P
ig feeds, steak nights and Sunday morning breakfasts will 

continue at the Loyal Order of  Moose lodge in Petaluma, 

but the future may hold wine tastings, organic food s 

night and arts lectures, too.

The 95-year-old fraternal club on English Street is expanding rapidly. 

In the past year, 200 men and women have joined, doubling member-

ship and making the Petaluma lodge the fastest growing Moose chap-

ter in the nation.

Women belong to the Women of  the Moose and hold separate meet-

ings, but many of  their social events take place with the male Moose 

members. With the average age of  Moose members - male and female 

- well into the 60s, the lodge inevitably needed younger blood to en-

sure its survival.

Enter Petaluma resident John Crowley and his middle-aged group of  

friends.

Crowley, the Irish-born organizer of  the increasingly popular Petaluma 

pub crawls, joined the Moose lodge a year and a half  ago after attend-

ing several events in the cozy, wood-paneled social hall. Following a 

couple of  well-attended birthday and Halloween parties at the Moose, 

a loosely knit group of  Crowley ‘s friends, mostly in their 30s to 50s, 

recognized the potential for social events at the club.

The new members were sponsored by current Moose to join the orga-

nization, and their energy, insight and experience are gradually making 

an impact on the fraternal group. Parents with children in Petaluma 

schools, artists, musicians, business owners and professionals have 

paid dues and taken the Moose oath during the past year.

“I’m open-minded, but absolutely not a joiner ,” Crowley said. “I saw 

the vision of  possibilities of  what you can do with this place.” 

Crowley’s wife, Anne-Laure, and two sons, 9 and 11, join him in Moose 

activities.

As part of  the application, prospective members must pledge that they 

believe in a supreme being, have not been a member of  the Commu-

nist party, and have not been convicted of  a felony.

As Crowley and other new members have started participating at 

“Club M,” as they refer to it, the activity calendar has fi lled up with 

new events, including foreign and classic movie nights, monthly 

concerts, family games night, acoustic open- mike sessions and 

a “conversation cafe” designed to spark serious discussions on 

current events. A Moose lecture series is planned, with members 

giving talks related to their areas of  expertise, including nutrition, 

Renaissance art and Petaluma’s history. Brainstorming among newer 

members is producing an abundance of  possible activities, such as a 

coed softball team and even a drumming circle.

Longtime members appreciate the infusion of  cash from new mem-

bers’ dues and look forward to renovation projects, such as new carpet-

ing and an updated sound system and interior paint job, that are now 

possible because of  the fattened budget. They concede, however, that 

the rapid infl ux of  newcomers has changed the ambiance at the club.

When Dominic Pereira joined 35 years ago, membership was about 

500, but in the past 15 years, it’ s taken a nose dive, he said. Pereira, a 

third-generation Moose, is supportive of  the younger families’ ener-

getic ideas but said it was a little “confusing” with so many new people 

coming to the club. “The reputation was as an old men’s drinking club, 

“ he said. “Typically it was like an old folks thing, but now it’s like a 

mix.” Pereira said most of  the longtime members are retired and raised 

their children in Petaluma. “The club is a place to go, and people like 

the laid -back country charm. And it’s dirt cheap,” he said. “We’re not 

upper glaze. We’re like blue collar or upper blue collar. We don’t have 

the president of  Bank of  America here.”

Bea Gaffney, a Petaluma native, has been active in the Moose club for 

years and considers the new members a worthwhile boost. She’ s par-

ticipated in the conversation cafe and likes the opportunity to discuss 

local issues.

Gaffney is optimistic new members will start to volunteer, especially 

with cooking, and said the six meals served each week are an important 

aspect of  the Moose lodge. “We try to service people’s needs on a fi xed 

income, “ she said.

The Moose organization is a private nonprofi t group, and its offi cers 

carefully adhere to rules of  its agreement with the Internal Revenue 

Service. A portion of  dues goes to the Moose International organi-

zation in Illinois, which supports Mooseheart, a residential home for 

children, and Moosehaven, a retirement community in Florida.

Both the Women of  the Moose and the men’s lodge participate in 

community service projects to support the national programs as well 

as to raise money to support club functions and upkeep.

Membership in the Moose lodge for men is $50 annually, and the 

Women of  the Moose charge $20. For more information, call 

782-0475. j

Club M: 
Where the party’s at
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